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ABSTRACT OF THE BOOK

This work is the publication, with some corrections, updating and minor adjustments, of the first 
doctoral thesis on the subject of the palaeography of the Akkadian of the scribes of Ugarit. Completed 
in the framework of the Syro-French archaeological mission of Ras Shamra-Ougarit, it was defended in 
December 2008 before an international jury for a joint doctorate from the Université Paris IV–Sorbonne 
and the Institut Catholique de Paris. Its principal aim was the implementation of a method that attempted 
to answer the problem concerning scribal hands in ideo-syllabic cuneiform texts. As the application of 
this method to other texts from Ugarit had generated new research and publications by its author, it was 
necessary to devote a whole book to what was their source. This book is divided into four quite distinct 
chapters.

The first chapter summarises the history of research in this field and shows, with the help of 
illustrations, the development of the views of Assyriologists on this script. For some time their priority had 
been to decipher, transliterate, transcribe and translate the texts. The standardisation of signs simplified the 
task but concealed the palaeographic features peculiar to each scribe. Then, the Assyriologists started to 
reproduce more faithfully what was on the tablet, which led to research on the question of the identification 
of scribal hands. Often evoked in the second half of the 20th century, very rarely studied, sometimes even 
denied, this specific aspect, thanks to the new technologies of computing and digital photography, could 
then be attempted. The studies by J.L. Ellison on the alphabetic tablets of Ugarit, the first to apply such 
technologies to these texts, have made it possible to look right inside a sign, to capture all the features 
exactly as they appeared on these tablets and explain their layout from the movements that the clay had 
undergone. They are set out in his unpublished doctoral thesis defended in Harvard in 2002. The section 
concerning the criteria to be adopted for a palaeographic study of cuneiform is summarised and discussed 
in the first chapter of the present book. Knowing that only 4% of the texts discovered in Ugarit are signed 
and that essentially they are texts in ideo-syllabic cuneiform, a palaeographic study of them focussing on 
the problem of the hands of the scribes was required. The complete corpus of legal texts was particularly 
well suited because it contains over 300 documents, almost a third of which bear the name of the scribe 
who wrote them. 

The second chapter presents a list of all the scribes of Ugarit whose names have reached us, i.e. about 

fifty-one names. This list is then described in detail. Each name is given a serial number. It is accompanied 
by a brief commentary for the scribes whose script is not the object of this study but summarising what 
is known about them. For the twenty-seven scribes who signed the published legal texts, their corpus is 
described in detail. Before the description of each text a digital photograph in colour of the obverse and 
reverse of each of their tablets is provided. They are systematically given a reference linked to the serial 
number of the scribe. The find spot, editio princeps, nature and topic of the text, name of the king (when 
it appears) as well as the names of the people concerned are specified. The formulae of introduction and 
authentication, with all the names of the witnesses, are transliterated and translated. Thus the commentary 
revolves around various problems to which palaeographic analysis could provide answers or at least some 
partial answers. The problems of dating are the subject of constant debate.  As the names of the scribes that 
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occur most often on legal texts dated by the name of the king under whom the act was passed, identifying 

their script on undated texts was all the more desirable since the tablets of Ugarit that were written down 

between the reigns of Niqmadu II and Ammurapi, i.e. from 1370 to 1185 BCE.

The third chapter is the most substantial in the book. It is divided into two sections. The first applies 
the method implemented to attempt to distinguish pertinent criteria that enable the different scribal hands 

to be identified. A set of 455 different tablets, including all the legal texts, kept in the national museums 
of Damascus and Aleppo as well as in the Louvre museum, has been photographed digitally for this 

purpose. All the signs on each tablet have been identified from digital images and divided into 298 sets, 
each corresponding to the generic name of the sign. These sets have been further subdivided in respect of 

the reading of a sign, giving a total of 1297 sets. In each series the signs have been sorted, classified and 
sorted again several times in respect of any variants visible to the eye. These variants, sorted and classified 
a final time, then grouped by the name of a sign, have made it possible to establish for each of the 298 sets, 
categories that, once codified, would make it possible to draw up a catalogue of the signs in the form of a 
table and then comment on it. 

The second part of the third chapter is a catalogue of the signs in the signed legal texts and of one 

anonymous text, to which are added comments by the author. It comprises 197 sets of signs that have been 
identified in these texts. For each of these sets there is a table. The different categories that their variants 
have generated are first presented in a table, a summary form of these variants, above which are the 

photographs. These photographs from the general catalogue mentioned in the previous paragraph come 

from different corpora of signed legal texts and from a single anonymous text. In respect of each of these 

images the name of the scribe is specified and the numbers of their tablets on which this type of variant 
occurs are given. Each chart is followed by a four part commentary. The first is on the frequency and the 
description of the sign in general. The second provides the various categories of variants that have been 

identified among the whole set of 455 texts studied and specifies their coding. The third evaluates the level 
of relevance of these categories per tablet, also in the same set of 455 different texts. The final part reports 
the comments peculiar to the signed legal texts and allows the relevance of the categories to be refined by 
testing them not simply on one tablet but on the whole corpus by the same scribe. The results of this study 

throw new light on the identification the scribal hands by establishing a hierarchy for the pertinence not 
only of the variants of the same sign but also clearly variants of certain specific signs.

Relying on the elements highlighted in the charts of the catalogue, the fourth chapter presents for each 

scribe the characteristics of his script, in this way highlighting the real nature of scribal hands. It shows that 

these are defined by a combination, specific to each, of the choice of signs and their variants, the criteria 
being random, permanent or missing. Suitable answers could then be proposed for the various problems 

arising from the description of the scribes given in the second chapter. The method of using categories 

has also made it possible, by rationalising what the signs themselves contain, to identify the writers of 

anonymous tablets, to discard from particular corpora some texts with uncertain signatures that had been 

wrongly ascribed to them and to confirm identifications that up to now have remained hypothetical. It 
has provided unpublished information for the date and origin of some texts, in this way opening up new 

perspectives for research in terms of both history and epigraphy.

Traduction réalisée par Wilfred Watson.
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 با67لا UVلم
 
 ةسار9ل 44Iخ ي+لا ىلولأا هار9A+Bلا ةحو<=أ ،تلای9ع+لاو تا$ی59+لاو تا4565+لا 3ع1 عم ،با+*لا ا'ه ل$#"
-ةTرB]لا ةT<ثلأا ة$عLلا را=إ يف اهدا9عإ Wت ي+لاو .TIراغوأ يف ةL+*لا 9Sل ة#"9قلا ة"داكلأا )ة6فا<غ6BلاLلا( تا1ا+*ل
 ةجرد ىلع ل54Bلل ة6لود عافد ةdcل مامأ 2008 لولأا نBناA يف حاcdب Iم9قو ،TIراغوأ-ا<#ش سأر يف ة6]ن<فلا
 6qسأت Bه 6qئ<لا اهف9ه ناAو .Tqرا1 يف ي6tلBثا*لا 9هع#لاو نrBرB]لا- ةع1ا<لا Tqرا1 ةعماج 6pب ةo+>Aم هارA+Bد
=>Tع ة1اجلإا لوا5ت ةقp لا رود ةلأ]م*+Lلا يف ةc4Bرا#]#لا صTت نإ .ةyL6z لسلأاB4ن ىلع بBخأ ص>S مp 
 با+A ��46ت 69ف#لا pم حLصأف ،فل~#لا لLق pم ة9یd9لا تارcoB#لاو ثL5Bلا zحلا Iقو يف dI+نأ ي+لا TIراغوأ

  .حضاو ل1ot ة�6#+م ل4Bف ةعrرأ ىلإ W]قcی �'لاو ،ثا15لأا ه'ه فلخ ناA �'لا ر49#لا pع
 46p+�#لا ة<�ن رyBت ،ة656ضB+لا لاtشلاا ىلع دا#+علااTL6p، 1و لاd#لا ا'ه يف �L5لا خTرات لولأا ل4فلا ��لی
 .اه+#ج<تو S<خأ ةغل فو<15 اهلقنو اه�]نو صc4Bلا �ف يه Wه+BTلوأ IناA ا#لاyلو .ة1ا+*لا ه'هل �رBشلآا <4علا1
 .�تاA ل1t ةصا�لا ة#"9قلا تا1ا+*لا تا6ص4Bخ �dح هc*ل ،تا6ل#علا ه'ه ل6ه]ت ىلع تاملاعلا 69حBت 9عاس 9قلو
 ا#م ،ةقد <$كأ لW 1otقُ<لا هل#5" ام جا+نإ ةداعإ1 ما�+للاا1 تاTرBشلآا ءا#لع أ9ب ،ة�فا*+م <6غ ةرr4Bو ،�لذ 9عrو
 فc4لا يف ةyقcلا ه'ه ىلإ ةراشلإا I#ت ام اLًلاغو .ةL+*لا ة1ا+A �#ن �T<عت ةلأ]م ح<= ىلإ يL5$لا نا69#لا يف Sدأ
 ه'ه ىلإ ض<ع+لا ناtملإا1 حLصأو ،اًنا6حأ اهBلهاdت Wهنأ ى+ح ،اه+سارد I#ت ام اًردانو ،o>Tpعلا ن<قلا pم ينا$لا
 نB]6لیإ .ل .ج اهب ماق ي+لا ثا15لأا IناAو .ي#ق<لا <4BT+لاو ة6تامBلع#لاA ي+لا ة$ی59لا تاc6ق+لا ل�ف1 ةyقcلا

(J.L. Ellison) قُ<لا ىلعW 1لأاd9"راغولأا ةT+6م ىلولأا ةp نBق+لا ه'ه ىلع ت9#+عا 9قو ،اهعc6ه'ه ةسارد يف تا 
 <Lع اهتاA6L<ت ح<شو Wقُ<لا ه'ه يف اهتا6لdتو �ناdBلا ع6#ج كارد£و ةملاعلاz 1#ع+لاc�> 1لل 5I#س ي+لا ،صc4Bلا
 درافراه ةعماج يف اهcع عفاد ي+لا ةرcoB#لا <6غ هار9A+Bلا ةلاسر يف اهض<ع 9قو .y6pلا اهل ضّ<عت ي+لا تاA<5لا
�جBم ل1ot د<ت يهف ةTرا#]#لا ة1ا+*لا ةسار9ل اهدا#+عا �d" ي+لا <6یاع#لل ��4#لا W]قلا امأ .2002 ماع يف 
 يهو ،ةعقBم TIراغوأ يف ةفt+o#لا صc4Bلا pم �قف % 4 نأ Wلعلا عم .ا'ه اcبا+p Aم لولأا ل4فلا يف ¦قاcتو
 ة1ا+A ةقT<= ةلأ]م ىلع صc4Bلا ه'هل ة6فا<غ6BلاLلا ةسار9لا ت�A<ت 9قو ،ة6تBص ع=اق#1 ةTرا#]م ص4Bن ساسلأا1
 �Wت IناA 9قف ،صاخ ل1ot ةLساcم ة6نBناقلا صc4Bلا pم ةلما*لا ةعd#B#لا IناAو .اه]فن Iض<ف ي+لا ةL+*لا
 .اهA+L �'لا �تا*لا Wسا ل#5" اTLً<قت اه$لث ،ةق6ثو p 300م <$كأ
 Wتو .اً#سا 6p]#خو 9حاو �Wت يهو ،ا6cلإ Wهؤا#سأ Iلصو pی'لا TIراغوأ ةA+L ةفا*ل ة#ئاق ينا$لا ل4فلا ض<عTو
 ه'هب c66pع#لا <6غ ةL+*لا ةلاح يف اً<4+�م ن6z، "tBلعت هقفا<Tو يل]ل]+لا ه#قر Wسا ل*لف .اًقحلا ة#ئاقلا ه'ه ل46فت
 ،ةرcoBم ة6نBناق ص4Bن اBعقو pی'لا o>Tpعو ةعL]لا با+*لل ةc[Lلاrو .��oلا pع هف<عن ام ��لی هc*لو ةسار9لا



 يyعأ 9قو .Wهص4Bن pم �ن لA ض<ع Lz]ت Wه#قُرُ هBجBل ةنBلم ة6#قر رBص كاcهو .ل4فم ل6p 1otفّ<عم Wهنإف
1otم لcهdت<ی ا6ًعج<م اً#قر يL� ق<بW تا*لا�. A#ت اW ذA> لا#tلاو ناyLو ة6ساسلأا ةع=L6لا ةعc� م ة"اغلاوcساو ،هW 
 لA عم تاق6ثB+لاو تام9ق#لا غ6ص I#ج<تو �I]ن ا#c�. Aلاc66p 1ع#لا صا�شلأا �ل'Aو اًرAB'م ناA نإ Wكا5لا
 لقلأا ىلع وأ اهل تا1اجإ م9ق" نأ يفا<غ6BلاLلا ل6ل5+لل tp#" ي+لا لئا]#لا فل+�م تاق6لع+لا لواc+تو .دBهoلا ءا#سأ
 ةدBجB#لا ةL+*لا ءا#سأف .ةر<*+#لا تلاؤا]+لا �لت pم اًء�ج خTرأ+لا لكاoم لotتو .تا1اجلإا pم <صاcعلا 3ع1
 �#ن ىلع ف<ع+لا ناAو ،تاc9+]#لا �لت را9صإ ه9هع يف Wت �'لا Wكا5لا Wسا1 ةخر~م ة6نBناق ص4Bن يفً اLلاغ
 ،يبارB#عو ينا$لا ودا#قن �9هع 'cم A+LI 9ق TIراغوأ Wقرُ نأ ا#لا= <$كأ اBrًغ<م ةخر~م <6غ تا1ا+A يف Wهتا1ا+ك
 .دلا6#لا لLق 1185و 1370 يماع 6pب ة9+##لا ة<+فلا يف �أ
 ةعL+#لا ةd6هc#لا ىلإ لولأا W]قلا ق<T+yو .6p#]ق ىلإ W]قcی Bهو ،اًنزو با+*لا ل4Bف <$كأ Bه �لا$لا ل4فلا نإ
 �Wت ةعd#Bم <4BTت Wت 9قو .ةL+*لا تا1ا+*ل ةفل+�#لا لاtشلأا 9ی59ت اهنأش pم ي+لا ةق6ق9لا <6یاع#لا �66#ت ةلوا5#ل

 يف ةB=c6لا فحا+#لا يف ة±Bف5#لا ة6نBناقلا صc4Bلا ع6#ج اه6cب pم ،ة6#ق<لا ة�هجلأا لا#ع+سا1 اًفل+�م اً#قر 455
 ىلع Iعزوو ة6#ق<لا ر4Bلا يف دا<فنا ىلع تاملاعلا لI Aسردُ 9قو .<فBللا ف5+م ىلإ ةفاضلإا1 �لحو ozمد

 ةءا<قل اًقفو تز<ف 9ق اه]فن لسلا]لا ه'ه IناAو 9قو .ةملاعلل عئاoلا Wسلاا عم اهcم ةل]لس لz AفاB+ت ةل]لس 298
 اًقفو تا<م ة9ع 9ی9ج pم اهز<فو تاملاعلا ف4c6ت Wت ةل]لس لA يفو .ةل]لس 1297 عd#B#لا ح64Lل ،ةملاعلا
 ،ةملاعلا Wسلا اًعLت اهعd#6ت Wث ة<6خلأا ة<#لل اهف4c6تو اهز<ف Wت ي+لا ،تا<6غ+#لا ه'ه نإ .6pعلا اهت9صر ي+لا تا<6غ+#لل
 ىلع تاملاعلل كBلا+W A"9ق+ب ،اه�6م<ت د<5I، 1#d#س تا�ف ةل]لس 298 لصأ pم ة9حاو ل*ل عضو pم tcIم 9ق
  .ه6لع 6zلع+لاو لو9ج لtش
 ةفاضلإا1 ،ةBTهلا لBهdم ا4ًنو ةعقB#لا ة6نBناقلا صc4Bلا تاملاع كBلا+A �لا$لا ل4فلا pم ينا$لا ء�dلا ل$#"
 ه'ه pم ةل]لس ل*لو .صc4Bلا ه'ه يف ت�6#ت ي+لا تاملاعلا pم ةل]لس p 197م فلأ+ی Bهو .�تا*لا تاق6لعت ىلا
 ه'هل د<dم ل�y�، Aot#1 ة"اL9لا يف Iل$مُ 9ق اهتا<6غ+م اهت9لو ي+لا تا�فلا فل+�م نإ .اهب صاخ لو9ج لسلا]لا
 دBعت يهو ،ةق1ا]لا ة<قفلا يف رAB'#لا ماعلا كBلا+*لا pم ر4Bلا ه'ه يتأت .ر4Bلا 9جBت هاندأ يفو ،تا<6غ+لا
 ه'ه pم ةرBص لA ةهجاBم يفو .ةBTهلا لBهd#لا 69حBلا �cلاو ةعقB#لا ة6نBناقلا صc4Bلا pم ةفل+�م تاعd#B#ل
 ةعrرأ pم 6zلعت لو9ج لA عT+Lو .<6غ+#لا pم عcBلا ا'ه اه6لع 9جBی ي+لا ه#قرُ ماقرأو �تا*لا Wسا 9ی59ت Wت ،ر4Bلا
 يف ت�6#ت ي+لا ةفل+�#لا تا<6غ+#لا تا�ف ينا$لا ض<عTو .ماع ل1ot اهفصوو ةملاعلا را<*+ل ��4م لولأا .ما]قأ

 اه]فن ةعd#B#لا ه'ه يف ،Wقرُ ل*ل تا�فلا ه'ه ة6#هأ BS+]م �لا$لا 6ّWقTُو .اه�6م<ت د59" ا#A ،اًسور9م ا4ًن 455
 ح#]Tو ةعقB#لا ة6نBناقلا صc4Bلا1 ةصا�لا تا�حلا#لل اًض<ع <6خلأا ء�dلا م9قTو .اًعcBم ا4ًن p 455م ةنtB#لا
 جئا+ن م9قتو .ه]فن �تا*لا ةعd#Bم لماA ىلع ا#ن£و 9حاو Wقرُ ىلع �قف 6qل اهراL+خا1 تا�فلا ة6#هأ <6یاعم 6p]5+ب
 ةملاعلا تا<6غ+#ل �قف 6qل ة6#هلأل ل]ل]ت دا#+عا1 �لذو �تا*لا �خ �#ن �T<ع+ل ة9ی9ج تاحا�"إ ةسار9لا ه'ه
 .ةد59#لا تاملاعلا 3عLل حBضrBو ا�"أ ا#ن£و ،اه]فن
 �ل]" ا#م ،هyخ �ئا4خ �تاA ل*ل ع1ا<لا ل4فلا ض<ع" ،كBلا+*لا لوا9ج pم ةذBخأ#لا <صاcعلا ىلع دا#+علااrو
 نإ ،�تاA ل1t ةصاخ ،ةA6L<ت للاخ pم د59+ت ة<6خلأا ه'ه نأ ىلإ <B "o6هو .�تا*لا ة1ا+A �#ن ةق6قح ىلع ء�Bلا
 وأ ة#ئاد وأ ة6ئاoBع نB*ت نأ tp#" <6یاعم يهو ،اهب ةصا�لا تا<6غ+#لا را6+خلا وأ تاملاعلا را6+خلا ةc[Lلا1 ناك
 ل4فلا يف ةL+*لا W"9قت ءاcثأ تز<ب ي+لا تا6لاtشلإا فل+�#ل ةLساcم ةBrجأ حا<+قا pم اtّc#ت c5Bلا ا'ه ىلعو .ةLئاغ
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 باّ+A ىلع ف<ع+لا1 ح#س 9ق ،تا'لا1 تاملاعلا هل#5ت ام 69ش<ت للاخ pم ،تا�فلا ةd6هcم دا#+عا نإف يلا+لاrو .ينا$لا
 أyًخ Wه6لإ LI]ن ي+لا ةA9~#لا <6غ ع6قاB+لا تاذ ةc46لا تاعd#B#لا 3ع1 داعL+ساو ،ةلBهd#لا ةBTهلا تاذ Wقُ<لا
 ا#م ،صc4Bلا 3ع1 ر49#لو خTرأ+لل ةرcoBم <6غ تاy6عم Iم9ق ا#A .نلآا ى+ح ة6ضا<+فا IناA تاBTه 69كأتو
 .يبا+*لا وأ ي�Tرا+لا BS+]#لا ىلع ي#لعلا �L5لل ة9ی9ج اًقافآ ح+ف
 
 
 Traduction réalisée par Mohamed Al Dbiyat ،تا6ب9لا 9#5م ة#ج<ت
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